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English Language
Paper 1: Creative Reading and Writing  Tuesday 5th June
Paper 2: Non-Fiction Reading and Writing  Friday 8th June

English Literature
Paper 1: Macbeth and Jekyll & Hyde Tuesday 22nd May
Paper 2: An Inspector Calls and Poetry Friday 25th May

How to revise successfully 
for English?

 Remember that they are revising for 
two separate, and very different, 
GCSEs so they need to ensure that 
their revision time reflects this;

 Update the Lang and Lit revision logs 
over Easter to pass on to their teacher;

 Re-read GCSE texts; watch the films; 
talk about each of them regularly;

 Access Twitter for regular revision 
tasks over Easter;

 Use Doddle for quick quizzes and 
knowledge re-caps;

 Use their revision folders to select 
practice questions to complete;

 Attend Supported Study sessions to 
gain feedback on any revision that 
they complete.

Revision guides are available for all elements of both GCSEs. We 
recommend the York Notes series and CGP books for the 9-1 course
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Exams require equipment.  You MUST be prepared!Black pens – get 
something you like 

writing with!
Highlighter

Pencils

Protractor

Pair of CompassesSet Square

Scientific Calculator

See-through Pencil 
CaseWater Bottle with label 

removed 

Ruler



Tried and tested tips for effective revision.

All exams require focussed revision.  There 
are some tips which can make the hours 
spent revising effective.  Simply reading your 
notes won’t help you ace any exams!

1. Create a revision timetable but don’t 
spend hours doing so!  Add times for all 
of your subjects so that each receives 
attention.  Don’t just end up revising the 
subjects you like!  (tick off when you have 
revised each to keep track of where you 
have focussed).

2.  Snacking regularly on learning beats 
binging!  Rather than cramming before an 
exam, time and energy is saved by starting 
earlier.  Space your revision topics out so 
that you revise them and then return to 
them regularly.  Reviewing topics regularly 
helps them stick.

3.  Condensing your notes is a great place to 
start with each subject.  Use a highlighter to 
select key information.  Translate this into a 
revision resource, cue cards, a mindmap, a 
revision clock.  Make this resource easy to 
read.  Can you add images/colour to make it 
memorable?  Once you have condensed your 
notes you have less to revise!

4. Build yourself a Killer Test!
- Select a topic for study.  Create some 

headings and subheadings that act as 
cues.

- Close your books/switch off the computer 
and write down everything you can 
remember about the topic.

- Review your work, check for mistakes and 
correct these.

- Repeat the last two steps again.
- Return to this topic again the next day and 

see what you can recall!

5.  Make sure you find your flow!  There will 
be spaces and times when you concentrate 
best.  Create a space where there aren’t 
many people, be comfortable, think of spaces 
that are calm and quiet.  Haven’t got one?  
Create one!

6.  Using a mindmap/revision clock.  Note 
the unit/topic down in key units.  Condense 
the information down missing any words that 
aren’t needed as you do so.  Make it 
memorable (as mentioned in point 3).  Spend 
a short period of time studying the piece.  
Next start with a blank piece of paper/clock, 
recreate the original from memory.  When 
finished, check back to see which bits you 
have missed.  Add these to your new 
mindmap/clock.  Re-attempt this process 
(don’t forget to test yourself with real exam 
questions!)



7.  Teach someone else.  Want to test your 
knowledge without completing an exam 
response?  Find someone to explain a topic 
to.  If you can make them understand then 
you must have grasped it!

8.  Use exam style questions in exam 
conditions to truly test yourself.  Your 
teachers will have shown you where you can 
find example questions.  They may have even 
set some on Doddle to use.  Try questions in 
timed conditions without your notes to truly 
see how effective your revision is.  Once 
finished review your response using your 
notes.  Write a list of everything you could 
have included yet missed out.

9.  Sleep well.  Remember that a well-rested 
brain is best for revision.  Have a ‘digital 
detox’ before bed, if you can’t stay away from 
your phone at least set the screen to ‘night 
mode’.  Swap TV before bed for something 
else, an audiobook, an old book you know 
well…  Avoid caffeine after 4pm!  Commit to 
some small adjustments to your lifestyle 
rather than trying to change everything at 
once!  Exchange your phone for a cheap 
alarm clock to avoid the temptation of using 
it late on.

10.  Be competitive!  Use the PiXL maths app 
and aim to get in the top ten!  There is a link 
between those who used the app heavily last 
year and achieving a great grade in maths.  It 
is great at helping you focus on the areas you 
find most difficult and also contains brilliant 
help clips.

11.  Exercise.  Ok, for some people this is 
easy, they might already run, swim or go to 
the gym regularly.  For the rest of us a good 
walk is great!  Choose a destination about 20 
mins away and walk there.  Whilst you walk 
tell yourself that you can only think positive 
thoughts (I am good at… I am thankful for…).  
On the walk back start to address your 
problems, the only catch is the topic must be 
‘things I can do to solve my problems’.  When 
you get back take a couple of minutes making 
a note of your thoughts and ideas.

12.  Make it happen.  If anyone tells you its 
easy, they are probably lying!  It will take hard 
work to really be ready for your exams.  
Remember there are 240ish people in our 
school going through the same experience.  It 
is our common goal in school to get you 
through with the best possible outcomes. 
Your teachers want this as much as you! The 
only catch is it is really only YOU that can 
MAKE IT HAPPEN!



Summarise

Revise

Test Yourself

Reduce the content down. Use a highlighter to select the 
important content then create:
• Cue Cards
• Mindmaps
• Revision Clocks
• Points as Pictures
• Key Terms and Definitions

Work with the content:
• Recreate mindmaps from memory (check notes and add what you have missed)
• Write from memory cue card content/get someone to test you.
• Recreate revision clocks from memory (return and add what you have missed)
• Transform your pictures into paragraphs.

Never lose sight of how you will be tested!  Use:
• Practice papers set by your teachers.
• Quick test questions in revision guides – followed by ‘real’ questions to apply 

the material in exam conditions.
• Got access to the mark scheme? Go back and look at how you could 

improve.

The best revision repeats steps 2 & 3 regularly.  Make sure you regularly return to ‘old’ 
content whilst revising ‘new’ content.  The more you recall it the better it sticks!





Testing your ability to apply your knowledge and understanding with 
‘real style’ questions is the best way to improve your responses.

Look to Doddle for example papers set by departments.  Can’t find one 
here? Look for the exam board and course code on Google.  On each 
exam board’s website you will find example papers, usually in the 
‘assessment resources’ section.

You can find the course codes and exam boards on your exam 
timetable.



Mon 2nd

9-10 English

10-11  Option 1

11.20 – 12.20 Option 2

12.20 – 1.20 Maths

2-3 Biology

Tue 3rd

9-10 Chemistry

10-11 Option 3

11.20-12.20 Option4

12.20-1.20 Physics

2-3 RE

Wed 4th

9-10 English

10-11 Option 1

11.20-12.20 Option 2

12.20-1.20 Maths

2-3 Biology

Thu 5th

9-10 Chemistry

10-11 Option 3

11.20-12.20 Option 4

12.20-1.20 Physics

2-3 RE

Fri 6th

9-10 English

10-11 Option 1

11.20-12.20 Option 2

12.20-1.20 Maths

2-3 Biology

Sat 7th

9-10 English

Sun 8th

REST DAY

Mon 9th

9-10 Chemistry

10-11 Option 3

11.20-12.20 Option 4

12.20-1.20 Physics

2-3 RE

Tue 10th

9-10 English

10-11 Option 1

11.20-12.20 Option 2

12.20-1.20 Maths

2-3 Biology

Wed 11th

9-10 Chemistry

10-11 Option 3

11.20-12.20 Option 4

12.20-1.20 Physics

2-3 RE

Thu 12th

9-10 English

10-11 Option 1

11.20-12.20 Option 2

12.20-1.20 maths

2-3 Biology

Fri 13th

9-10 Chemistry

10-11 Option 3

11.20-12.20 Option 4

12.20-1.20 Physics

2-3 RE

Sat 14th

REST DAY

Sun 15th

REST DAY

Good Friday 30th March

REST DAY

Sat 31st

9-10 English

Easter Sun 1st April

REST DAY

Mon 16th

9-10 English

10-11 Option 1

11.20-12.20 Option 2

12.20-1.20 Maths

2-3 Biology

Tue 17th

Back to 
school

17 days to 
exams

@PHS_Year11
Easter Revision Guided Timetable

Check Doddle for guidance from each subject.

Condense your notes… Create and use revision 
resources… TEST YOURSELF (try exam conditions!)

Option 1:_______________
Option 2:_______________
Option 3:_______________
Option 4:_______________

This timetable is a guide to ensure that you complete the 
minimum level of required revision over Easter.  Based 
on research with previous Year 11 students who have 
performed well at GCSE use of evenings and earlier 

starts would also be beneficial.



Important Dates and info..

Thursday 24th May – Last day in ‘normal’ school lessons.  All students in 
on 25th for English paper. Textiles students can stay in school on 25th

between exams if needed.

Thursday 28th June – Leaver’s Assembly 8.45 – 12.00 & Prom 7.30-11.30

Thursday 23rd August – 9am GCSE Results!

Full school uniform needed throughout 
the examination period.

After the 24th May students will need to 
ensure they arrive at the exam hall at 
least 15 minutes before the start time.

If they are unwell please make every 
effort to get them to school (we can make 
arrangements following this).  





The Exam Period

Full exam timetable can be found on the school website (about us –
examination timetables)
Parent & Carer Bulletins can be found on the school website (Pastoral –
Year 11 – Parent Bulletin)
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