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8 December Progress Grades Report
11-15 December Progress Intervention Week
7 February Year 10 Parents’ Evening
5 March Progress Grades Report
30 April - 4 May Year 10 Mock Exam Period
13 June Written Report
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Heads of Department and Directors of 
Learning will review the progress of your 
child throughout the year.

Students may be invited to intervention 
sessions or provided with further support 
to ensure they progress.

It is useful to have an up to date email 
address so that you can be easily 
informed of this.

We will send out regular updates 
using our SIMS InTouch system 
throughout the year.

If you think that we may not have 
the most useful email address for 
you please fill in a contact sheet on 
the way out.
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Reformed GCSEs
For Year 10 all GCSEs are reformed GCSEs

2017 saw the first results in Maths, English 
Language and English Literature

2018 results will mainly be in reformed 
GCSEs with unreformed GCSEs in ICT, 
Textiles, Child Development, Product Design, 
Business Studies

2019 results will all be in reformed subjects

9-1 grading

Linear

More challenging content

Reduction in controlled assessment



GCSE Mathematics

AQA Higher Tier

• Designed for students aiming to study or have use of 
mathematics post 16

• Assesses grades 4 through to 9

• Grade 9 covers areas of maths currently taught at AS level

• 50% of questions are at grade 7-9
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GCSE Mathematics

AQA Foundation Tier

• Designed to assess all students in the basics of 
mathematics whilst stretching those students beyond the 
current grade C in Algebra, Geometry and Statistics

• Assesses grades 1 through to 5

• Grade 5 covers approximately 2/3 of the current grade B 
topics

• 50% of questions are at grade 4 & 5
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GCSE English Language

AQA Language

• Paper 1 1 hour 45 minutes 
• assessing reading and writing

• Paper 2 1 hour 45 minutes 
• assessing reading and writing
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GCSE English Literature

AQA Literature

• Paper 1 1 hour 45 minutes 
• Section A: One Shakespeare Play (Macbeth)

• Section B: One 19th century novel (Jekyll and Hyde)

• Paper 2 2 hours 15 minutes 
• Section A: A modern text, prose/drama 

(An Inspector Calls)

• Section B: Prepared anthology poetry

• Section C: Unseen Poetry
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GCSE English

‘Studies also show that reading a variety of literature 
independently by the age of 15 is the single biggest 
indicator of future success.’
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In the English Literature 
examination the students 

WILL NOT have copies of the 
texts with them.  They need 

to learn quotations and know 
the texts well enough to 

answer any question without 
relying on the text itself.



GCSE Science
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Student View





…not this!

Prepare for this….
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Attendance
How you can help

• Allow plenty of time for getting ready in the morning.

• Ensure a regular bedtime routine.

• Arrange appointments after school hours.

• Please plan holidays in accordance with the school 
calendar.

• Use good judgement when your son / daughter says 
they are ill.

• Talk to your child about the importance of 
attendance.

• If your son / daughter can’t come in, tell us as soon as 
possible.

• Ensure that they catch up on any missed work.
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Space to work (in 
peace.)

Phones, tablets 
and social media.
Help them switch 

off.

Help them regulate 
‘down time’ especially 

around key assessments.

Be aware of what is 
coming up.

Parent Bulletins.
Twitter -

@PHS_Year10

Check and sign 
planners.

(Every Tuesday)

Keep us aware of 
anything you feel we 
should know to help.
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adb@phs.Cheshire.sch.uk – Mr 
Bennett

aha@phs.Cheshire.sch.uk – Mrs 
Handby

@PHS_Year10 – Year Group Twitter

School phone number: 01625 871 811
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