Dear Parents/Carers
I am writing to update you on the launch of Google Classroom and the next phase of remote learning
for students. We are impressed with how well students have responded to the unprecedented
changes and how engaged they have been with work that has been set. We have been working over
the last few weeks to set up Google Classroom as a new system that will enable us to provide
feedback to students on key pieces of work and to allow there to be greater interaction between
teachers and students in academic subjects and in form time. We look forward to being able to
extend the support we offer to students in this next phase. You may wish to watch this short clip
which gives an introduction to Google Classroom https://youtu.be/DeOVe2YV2Io.
We are grateful for feedback and suggestions from parents and students and this has helped us to
shape the work going forward. Google Classroom will enable there to be feedback, will enable
teachers to respond to questions and support students with their work and will also enable us to
follow up more effectively if students are not completing work to the best of their ability. We will
continue to review our systems and we are keen to extend the interaction between teachers and
students as we become more experienced in Google Classroom.
In the week before the Whit holiday we are providing training to teachers and a number of teachers
are currently trialling Google Classroom with Year 12 classes, including myself. As part of the trial, I
have assigned work and posted responses to student queries this morning and am looking forward
to giving feedback on the next essay through Google Classroom. We are pleased that we have been
successful in our application to the Department for Education (DfE) for support to ensure a smooth
set up and training for staff on Google Classroom.
Google Classroom will be launched to Years 7-10 on Monday 1 June which is the day we get back
from the Whit holiday. Year 12 will also be able to use the system alongside the existing systems for
feedback and interaction that are in place for them. When students log in to Google Classroom for
the first time they will see the classes for all their subjects. We will provide further guidance on how
to log on and use the system, although I think students will find it very straightforward to use.
Google Classroom will work alongside our existing tried and tested systems. Work will continue to
be set on Doddle as that has worked well. In response to feedback it will be set in two week blocks
from 1 June in all subjects and will reflect more closely the number of lessons that the students
would have had in that fortnight which should allow them to tackle the work in manageable chunks.
This has worked well in some subjects and will now be followed by all. We will also extend the
number of video tutorials which will support students through watching demonstrations or listening
to instructions or commentary on PowerPoints from our own staff.
In addition to the assessed work that will receive teacher feedback there will still be Doddle quizzes
etc for many subjects and those give students instant feedback and links to other resources if they
get things wrong. If students are struggling with any of the work set on Doddle they can
communicate with their teachers on Google Classroom and receive help.
I have given an overview below of the work that students will receive feedback on through Google
Classroom. There will be further detail about the tasks on Doddle. Year 9 students will receive
information shortly about the options subjects that they will take in Year 10 and they will be able to
prioritise these in their planning.
I believe that the new systems will support student learning and will also be helpful to us as
teachers. I will give further updates over the next few weeks and if you have any questions about

any aspects of remote learning please do let me know through
remotelearning@phs.cheshire.sch.uk.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Kind Regards
Matthew Dean
Deputy Headteacher

Year 9 assessed tasks

English

• War Trench Description
Write a 200 word description of life in a WW1 trench. Your description can
document a full day or just a moment in that day.
• War Essay
Write an essay to be published on your school website where you argue for
or against war.

Maths

Tasks relating to:
• Coordinates & linear graphs
• Graphs recaps and extensions

Science

Biology - Ecology and Biodiversity
Chemistry - C9 Chemistry of the Atmosphere
Physics - Radioactivity (in the Atomic Structure topic)

RS
History

Baptism 12 mark essay
• Assessment on the rise of the Nazis, the Holocaust and World War Two.
• How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about the significance of
the Brown vs Topeka case (20 marks).

Geography

•
•

Food
Textiles

Nutritional needs through life task.
Context analysis and mind map.

Drama

• Creating a film script
• Watching and evaluating professional theatre
• Designing for a script (set, lighting, costume or sound)
Listening Exercise - Rock Around The Clock
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eJOJhwgluE

Music

Knowledge quiz
‘The Peruvian government has decided to allow the development of
new roads in the Amazon’ To what extent do you agree that this is the
right decision? Using evidence from the resource booklet and your
own understanding to explain your choice. (9 marks)

Answer the following questions.

1. List the instruments that you can see and hear?
2. How many different chords can you hear throughout the song?
3. What popular musical structure from is being used throughout the
song?
4. Which instrument is playing the walking bass line?
5. What word best describes what the electric guitar is playing at 0:47 for
15-20 seconds?
6. Name 3 other popular Rock and Roll artists?
Computing

French
German

Important people in Computing. Research and design task in terms of
finding out about various people that are important in the world of
computing and their contributions to society. Marks will be given based on
the information found and the presentation of their findings.
• Translation and writing tasks on technology
• Questions to answer on free time and hobbies
• Questions to answer about friends and family
• 90 word writing task and translation about plans for the weekend
using the future tense

