




Please meet…

|   3

Mr Bennett
Director of Sixth
Form

Mrs Hardicre
Head of Year 12

Mrs Bibby
Sixth Form
Support Officer

Emma Chu
Manchester 
Metropolitan 
University

Shola Willan
Class of 2022

Josh Podmore
Class of 2022

Rohan Chirputkar
Class of 2022



Dr Paul Redmond – Director of Student 
Experience, University of Liverpool







21 June 2023 |   7

ATTACK OF THE ZOMBIE JOBS



How to avoid becoming a zombie

1. Build skills 
and 

experiences. 
Stand out from 

the crowd.

2. To recognise 
that we are in a 

fast changing 
landscape and 

that being 
reflexive is key.

3. Emotional 
intelligence is 

more 
important than 

ever.



NOW is the time for students to 
be engaging in experiences 

which allow them to stand out 
in an evolving market.

Making informed choices about 
the future is important.



Choices available

HIGHER 
EDUCATION

APPRENTICESHIPS STUDYING 
ABROAD

GAP YEAR GETTING A JOB

Register for the UCAS Hub to understand the options available and make choices 
that are right for you: ucas.com/hub



UCAS does: 

▪ provide information, advice, and support

▪ process applications 

▪ complete fraud and verification checks

▪ take part in education sector 

engagement

UCAS doesn’t:

▪ make decisions or offers

▪ set entry requirements 

▪ advise on finance

▪ advise on immigration or visas for 

individuals

What is UCAS? 
UCAS is an independent charity providing information, advice and admissions 

services. We’re there to help people discover what their next step might be. 



What’s right?
There are a number of things to consider with 
your next step :

• something you enjoy – you are investing time 
and effort 

• whether it’s right for your career path – check 
with employers and professional organisations

• location – city or rural, transport links

• a study and assessment style that suits you

• environment including extracurricular, clubs, 
and societies

• finances, tuition fees, living costs, bursaries 
(often not income related)



Open Days and Student Finance
▪ www.opendays.com ▪ https://www.ucas.com/sfe

▪ https://www.gov.uk/student-
finance-register-login

http://www.opendays.com/
https://www.ucas.com/sfe
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login


▪ What does the course cover?

▪ Courses with the same title may be very different. 

▪ Look carefully at the core course content, and the range of optional 

studies/modules available. 

▪ Which modules are the most interesting and relevant to your career aspirations?

▪ See if the course or university/college offers any internship, placement, or study 

abroad opportunities.

▪ How is the course taught – structured teaching, or more independent research? 

How many lectures are there, and how much group work will be done in seminars?

▪ How is the course assessed?

Choosing the right course



Great to see students evaluating next steps…



Starting your research 
Students are already registered with the UCAS 

Hub to: 

• explore careers, subjects, places, and 

apprenticeships 

• find and favourite over 35,000 courses

• search for open days, events and virtual tours 

• turn predicted grades into UCAS Tariff points 

• speak to those in the know using Unibuddy

• speak to  career, higher education, and 

application specialists by attending Hub lives

• take the UCAS Quiz to find your career 

matches 

• start their application – we have already tasked 

them with this!

https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-hub-live
https://www.ucas.com/careers/careers-quiz


UCAS advice and events 

UCAS Hub lives 

Join  live sessions 

hosted by expert 

panels.

Ask questions to 

help you make an 

informed decision 

about the right path 

for you. University, 

apprenticeships or 

the world of work. 

UCAS Discovery 

Events and open days  

are presented based 

on your preferences. 

Register straight from 

the Hub for UCAS 

Discovery ‘The Big 

Q&A Tour’, with 

exciting new zones 

covering all pathways. 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-hub-live


Emma Chu
Student Recruitment Officer

Email: apprenticeships@mmu.ac.uk
Twitter: @MMUapprentice
Facebook: @MMUapprenticeships



Level Apprenticeship Type Entry Requirements Qualification Equivalents

Level 6 Degree University requirements Bachelor’s degree

Level 5
Higher 5 x GCSEs + Level 3 (A Level, BTEC)

Years 1 – 2 of degree
Foundation degree
HNC, HNDLevel 4

Level 3 Advanced 5 x GCSEs
A Levels
BTEC Level 3 Diploma
NVQ Level 3

Level 2 Intermediate 2 x GCSEs
GCSE grades 4 – 9
BTEC Level 2 Cert/Dip
NVQ Level 2

DIFFERENT LEVELS OF APPRENTICESHIPS



Full-time 
employment

Full honours degree
BA/BSc/BEng

+

WHAT ARE DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS?



Typically

4
year programmes

104 - 112
UCAS points

GCSE English and 
Maths grade C/4

Building and 
Surveying

Construction Food Technology

PolicingFinance

Business & 
Management

Paralegal & 
Solicitor

Health Care 
& Nursing

Engineering

Digital & 
Technology

Chemical 
Science

Digital 
Marketing

WHAT ARE DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS?
COMMON SUBJECT AREAS



No tuition 
fees

A paid salary Significant 
employment 
experience

Contextualise
s learning

Opportunities 
for fast career 

progression

BENEFITS OF DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS



Attend University 
approximately 30 

days per year

Combination of 
assignments and 

work-based 
projects

Study time 
allocated by 

employer during 
the week

BENEFITS OF DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS



Fellow 
apprentice

s

Lecturers/ 
Programme 

Leaders

Workplace 
mentor

Students
’ Union

Skills 
Coach

Transpor
t support

SUPPORT FOR APPRENTICES



• Chartered Manager

• Creative Digital Design Professional

• Digital and Technology Solutions

• Digital Marketing

• Digital User Experience (UX) 
Professional

• Healthcare Science Practitioner 

• Laboratory Scientist (Chemical Science)

• Laboratory Scientist (Bioscience)

OUR COURSES



Chartered 
Manager

Laboratory 
Scientist

Digital 
Marketing

Digital and 
Technology Solutions

Digital User 
Experience (UX) 
Professional

Manager
Head of Department
Operations 
Manager

Software Engineering
IT Consultant
Data Analyst
Cyber Security Analyst 

Digital Marketing Executive
Digital Campaign Manager
Social Media Manager

Laboratory Manager
Scientific Team Leader

UX Researcher
UX Architect
UX Analyst

Creative Digital Design 
Professional

Creative Director
Studio Manager
Front-end designer

OUR PROGRAMMES: CAREER PATHS



EMPLOYERS OFFERING 
DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS



SEARCHING FOR VACANCIES



SEARCHING FOR VACANCIES





Email: apprenticeships@mmu.ac.uk
Twitter: @MMUapprentice
Facebook: @MMUapprenticeships
Website: mmu.ac.uk/study/apprenticeships

If you have any questions at all, 
you can contact our friendly team.

Good luck!

Emma Chu
Student Recruitment Officer

www.mmu.ac.uk

VIRTUAL TOUR
Start your tour at

virtualexperience.mmu.ac.uk

CHAT TO A STUDENT
Start your conversation at
mmu.ac.uk/chatwithus





Shola Willan



Rohan 
Chirputkar

BSc Biomedical Systems 
Engineering



Completing the UCAS application

Student registers 
for a UCAS Hub 
account to carry 
out research and 
start application.

Student completes 
all sections of the 
application and 

asks Mrs Bibby to 
check form.

Form Teacher  
reviews Personal 

Statement and 
creates reference,  
predicted grades 

added to 
reference.

Final check 
meeting with Sixth 
Form Team link, 

student then 
instructed to pay 
for application. 

Applications are 
sent to UCAS by 
Mr Bennett on 
behalf of the 

student.

Universities and 
colleges make 

their decisions on 
the application. 



When to apply for 2024 entry

2 May 2023 

UCAS search tool 
displays 2024 courses.

16 May

UCAS Undergraduate 
application opens for 
2024 entry.

5 September

First day UCAS can 
receive a completed 
application to process.

29th September

School deadline for Early Entry 
students applying for medicine, 
veterinary medicine/science, and 
dentistry, and courses at Oxford or 
Cambridge. This ensures we can 
meet UCAS deadline of 16th October

1st December 2023

School application 
deadline for all other 
applicants.

28 February

UCAS Extra opens.

30 June

Last date for 
applications before 
Clearing opens.

5 July

Clearing opens. 

21 June 2023



Key facts
• Universities and colleges can’t see your other choices when you apply.

• Please ensure you meet the school deadlines so that your application meets the UCAS  

equal consideration date. Early Entry 18th October, all other courses 31st January 2024.

• You have up to five choices, unless applying to study medicine, veterinary, 

medicine/science, dentistry – then it’s four choices but you can use your 5th for a different 

course if you wish

• You can’t apply to BOTH Oxford and Cambridge.

• Applying costs £27.50. Student pays for application online when their Sixth Form Team 

Link gives them the go ahead – this DOES NOT send to UCAS at this time, Mr Bennett 

sends all applications to UCAS. 



Application 

Experiences:

• Education 

• Employment 

• Extra activities

• Personal statement 

• Reference**

• Add choices – up to five

**(not visible for students linked to their school/college)

What have you 
done above and 

beyond?



References Update 





POINTS TO NOTE….

Our references will be much shorter than previously, as 
directed by UCAS.

We will still be creating a comment for ALL students – we feel 
this is important.

Students will have the opportunity to meet with their tutor to 
discuss any extenuating circumstances that we are not already 
aware of.  UCAS have suggested that the vast majority of 
students are most likely to have nothing noted in this section.



The personal statement 

The only section you have full control over

Your only chance to market yourself as an individual

The same for all of your choices

A maximum of 4,000 characters, or 47 lines

A minimum of 1,000 characters

There isn’t a spelling or grammar check

No formatting allowed

UCAS’ similarity detection 

service: 

every personal statement is run 

through software to check for 

plagiarism. 



Personal statement example



Personal statement example



Consider…

Universities and colleges will consider:

• Have you chosen the course for the right 

reasons?

• Can you achieve in a new learning environment?

• Do you have a range of interests and aptitudes?

• Do you have a depth of interest in the subject?

• Have you studied independently?

• Do you appear motivated and committed?

• Do you have good numeracy and literacy skills?



Decisions

personal statement 

qualifications

reference 

Universities and colleges will review the:

admissions test

interview

portfolio/audition

They may also ask for:

https://www.ucas.com/
undergraduate/applying-

university/admissions-
tests

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/admissions-tests


Replies to offers
Once you have decisions on all your choices, 

you can choose two:

• One as a ‘firm’ acceptance – your first 

choice.

• The other as an ‘insurance’ acceptance. 

This acts as a back-up if you do not get 

into your ‘firm’ choice.

Any remaining offers must be declined. 

Once all your decisions and replies have been 

made, if you are not holding an offer, you may 

be able to use Extra or Clearing to find 

available places.

May/June 
2024



What can students 
be doing?
• research, research, research

• attend open days and events

• extracurricular and super curricular activities

• work experience

• volunteering

• independent learning outside the curriculum 

• focus on this year’s studies



• In Class Support
• Cultural Passport 

Ambassadors
• Dance Club
• House Activities Support
• House Performing Arts 

Competition
• GCSE Preparation Mentors
• Subject Mentoring
• SEND Mentoring
• Eco School Group
• Subject Ambassadors
• Extended Project 

Qualification (EPQ)

• Form Representatives
• Head Student Group
• MOOCs (Massive Open Online 

Courses)
• Sports Teams
• Charity Work
• Diversity Ambassadors
• NCS Values Sessions
• Friends for Leisure
• Volunteering at Care Home
• Open Learn Courses
• University Taster Sessions
• UKLO Linguistics Competition
• Subject Specific Wider Reading



▪ Thursday 22nd June – Life Beyond Day (hosted by Edge Hill University)

▪ Next Monday 26th June – Whole Year Group Assembly – Macclesfield 
Pledge – Careers beyond PHS Sixth Form

▪ Tuesday 4th July – Festival of Apprenticeships (all students now signed up)

▪ Tuesday 18th July Student Development Day – EXTERNAL PROVIDERS –
Health and Wellbeing, Festival Safety, Understanding Credit Workshops, 
Police – Substance Awareness, Mastering Money all requested by previous 
cohorts.

Upcoming
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