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Students have been developing their revision technique by looking at the 3 key steps of 

revision. 
Preparing for assessments, making sure they can remember and use the content from class 

is a really important part of their progress.  We want to share with you a way that students 

can do this that works!  Revision can be split into three steps. 

 

 

In the rest of this information booklet you will find out about the importance of each 

stage and some practical techniques that you can support your young person in using. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 STEP ONE: PREPARATION 

Students need to get what they want to revise into a format that helps their thinking and is 

easy to use. There are lots of techniques they can use, including: 

• Working out which topics they need to focus on 

• Creating Mindmaps 

• Making Cue Cards/Flash Cards 

• Summarising notes 

• Cornell Note Taking  

• Transforming their notes into memorable images 

• Designing an evil mock exam paper 

• Planning answers to questions 

 

Subject review – where should they focus? 

Working out what they need to focus on is an important part of the preparation stage. 

One way to do this is completing a chart like the one below where students can place 

subjects or topics on the scale based on both understanding and enjoyment. Students can 

then use this to plan their revision, paying close attention to the bottom half. 

 

 

 

 

 



In the preparation stage they also need to get what they want to revise into a format that 

helps their thinking, something easy to use. You will find some examples of tasks which 

help with this stage below.  BE CAREFUL!  Some students spend FOREVER in the 

Preparation Stage and this means they miss the part of revision where the content 

becomes easier to remember.  They might end up with a lovely mindmap which looks 

brilliant but when it comes to the test they struggle to remember it! 

 

 

 



 

 



STEP TWO: PERFORMANCE 

This is the stage that makes students learning ‘stick’.  The only way to commit content to 

memory is to test themselves.  We call this the Performance Stage as they are testing their 

performance.  This is the stage where the magic happens.  Don’t be fooled by anyone who 

says that revision isn’t hard work; this stage can be challenging but students need it to 

make sure they have properly prepared.  It’s all about testing their memory. 

Again, there are a lot of techniques that they can use in this stage, including: 

• Attempting an exam question WITHOUT NOTES in timed conditions 

• Recreating an aspect of their mindmap FROM MEMORY 

• Quizzing themselves with their cue cards 

• Teaching someone else the topic WITHOUT NOTES 

• Reading their teacher’s feedback and changing their approach 

• Mind Dump – noting down everything they know from a topic  

• Practice questions (often online e.g. Dr Frost for maths or Seneca questions or from 

past papers on the exam board websites) 

It is really important that their revision strategy focuses plenty of time in the Performance 

Stage.  Examples of more strategies from this stage can be found here: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEP THREE: PROGRESS 

Revision takes place over time, simply cramming at the last minute doesn’t work.   

The more small chunks of revision students complete over time, the better they become in 

terms of their learning. Students need to make sure they regularly return to the content to 

fully commit it to memory.  

Creating opportunities to complete tasks from the Performance Stage and regularly 

reviewing their learning will make sure that their revision sticks – it helps make sure they 

don’t forget it! 

Creating a revision timetable where students give time to each of their subjects and each 

topic within these can make sure that they do this.  Students need to make a note of what 

they’ll test themselves on and when – making sure that they create lots of opportunities to 

revisit each tricky topic. 

Students should reflect on their revision and alter their revision plan / timetable based on 

what they find out from the performance stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


