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Message from the New SENDCo 

I am delighted to introduce myself as the newly 
appointed SENDCO at Poynton High School. In 
some sense I do not really consider myself as ‘new,’ 
having worked here previously as Head of History 
then as Head of Year. When the opportunity to 
return as SENDCO arose I knew it was an 
opportunity I could not miss; and it really feels like I 
have come home.   

To give you some background, I have worked in a 
wide range of schools, including our Trust partner 
Glossopdale School.  I have had roles including 
Head of Department, Head of Faculty, Head of 
Year, Progress leader and in my last school as 
SENDCO.  In addition, I have been a senior 
examiner at both GCSE and AS level. SEND has 
become my passion, but this breath of experience 
and knowledge is a real asset in supporting SEND 
students and staff alike across the whole school. 

One important way the role of SENDCO has 
changed at Poynton is that the role now sits on the 
senior team as an Associate Assistant Head 
Teacher. This really acknowledges the importance 
of SEND at Poynton and ensures it is at the heart of 
all we do.  

There is always a steep learning curve in any new 
role and there are lots of challenges ahead, but I 
look forward to getting to know you all and working 
with you in the future.  

Best wishes  
Stephen                               
 

 

Community Connect  
On Wednesday 24th January I attended the 
Community connect session at Poynton 
Civic Hall. This was an opportunity to find 
out about local charities who support and 
improve the lives of children, young people 
and adults with a learning disability or 
autism, their parents, and carers. 

Several charities were there including 
Speaking Up Speaking Out (SUSO), Time 
Out Group and Space 4 Autism (S4A).  

The first two groups are for adults with 
learning disabilities who welcome 
volunteers.  This would be an excellent 
opportunity for 6th formers who may wish to 
gain relevant experience when applying for 
university courses.  

S4A is an independent Cheshire-based 
charity that provides a range of clubs, 
activities and services for children, young 
people, and adults with autism. Parents in 
particular gain a lot from this charity as it 
provides a great support network.  

Details of all three charities are 
overleaf.  The next Community Connect will 
be held on 23rd March in Disley.  

For more information, please email 
darren.bee@timeoutgroup.org.uk or 
jill@maccsuso.org.uk.   
 

Cheshire East Inclusion Conference  

I recently attended the annual Cheshire East 
Inclusion Conference.  This was a great 
chance to find out about updates in the area, 
network with colleagues and attend workshops 
to develop our knowledge and practice.   

As many of you may know the Government 
released a green paper in 2023 outlining their 
expectations for Inclusion provision. National 
changes are coming and Cheshire East are 
being proactive and are working with 
stakeholders to transform SEND provision and 
improve inclusion across the authority.  I will 
keep you up to date with changes as 
appropriate.  

I would encourage all parents/carers of SEND 
students to have a look at the Cheshire East 
Local Offer. This is an online resource 
providing information and advice for children 
and adults on topics such as education, staying 
healthy, care and support and community 
activities, along with a directory of services. 
Even if you have visited this site before, it is 
worth looking at the section on SEND 
developments as this will tell you the most up 
to date information on the area’s SEND 
strategy.  

Please visit Local Offer for Children with SEND 
for more details.   
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 


